
 

You can start counting supervised hrs. ( 3,000 hrs. needed): 
-Minimum 1,750 hrs. direct counseling experience 

-Maximum 1,250 hrs. Non-Clinical experience   
-52 weeks of at least 1 hr. of individual or triadic supervision 

-a maximum of 40 hrs. earned in a week  
-and a maximum 6 hr. of supervision in a week 

-Complete Supervised experience within a minimal of 2 years 
-Hours can be counted from supervised experience from another 

state as long as the supervisors information is verified.  

You will need to use a different path than is  
documented in this flow chart. Visit: 

www.bbs.ca.gov/applicants/lpcc.html  

You must take the CA Law and Ethics Exam prior 
to each renewal of your APCC registration until 
you pass the exam. Initial Application for exam   

if you fail you must wait 90 days before you re-
take and fill out: Re-Examination form  or submit 

an online  

Once Approved 

California LPCC Out-of-State/  
Out-of-Country Application Process  

No 

Start Here: 
Do you have an out-of-state* or out-of-country counseling** master's degree or higher?  

Once Approved 

Once You Pass 

End Here:  
Submit a Request for Initial 

License Issuance and fee via 
mail or through your 

www.breeze.gov account to 
receive your LPCC license 

Do you have either?  
Have completed 3,000 hrs. of qualifying supervised work experience  

OR  
are you licensed as an Professional Counselor (LPC,LPCC, LMHC, or LCMHC) in another U.S. state  

Yes  
go to pg. 2 

No 

After completing above steps 

Yes 

Submit the APCC Out-of-State/Out-of-
Country Application    

You may submit the 
 LPCC IN-STATE Application  

Have you passed the 
Law and Ethics Exam?  

No 

Yes 

Schedule and take the NCMHCE*** through the National Board of 
Certified Counselors  within a year of approval or file will be closed. 

If you fail there is a 90-day waiting period before retaking 

Continue taking until 
you pass the exam 

Out of State APCC Registration Pathway 

Complete any degree deficiencies and 
‘Additional Coursework’ if not complete 

http://www.bbs.ca.gov/applicants/lpcc.html
https://www.bbs.ca.gov/pdf/forms/registrant_initial_law-ethic_exam_request.pdf
https://www.bbs.ca.gov/exams/re_exam_acknowledge.html
https://www.breeze.ca.gov/datamart/loginCADCA.do
https://www.breeze.ca.gov/datamart/loginCADCA.do
https://www.bbs.ca.gov/pdf/forms/initial_lic_iss.pdf
https://www.bbs.ca.gov/pdf/forms/initial_lic_iss.pdf
https://www.breeze.ca.gov/datamart/loginCADCA.do
https://www.bbs.ca.gov/pdf/forms/lpc/pcci_app_oos_01012016.pdf
https://www.bbs.ca.gov/pdf/forms/lpc/pcci_app_oos_01012016.pdf
https://www.bbs.ca.gov/pdf/forms/lpc/lpc_app_st.pdf
https://my.cce-global.org/
https://my.cce-global.org/


Yes  
cont. from  

pg. 1 

Once Approved 

Once Approved 

 

Once Passed, contact the Board 
of Behavioral Sciences (BBS) 

 For more information about getting licensed from out-of-state or out-of-county or about the LPCC licensure in  

California, visit CALPCC.org. If you are a CALPCC member submit your questions to our CALPCC team.  

Yes 

No 

Once Passed 

*Out-of-State= a degree from a school located outside of CA or an online program that is not designed to meet CA’s requirements. 
**Out-of-Country =  a degree earned from a school located outside of the US or its territories 
***NCMHCE= National Clinical Mental Health Counseling Exam 

An out-of-state or out-of-country counseling master's degree or higher 
+ 

And you have either:  
Completed 3,000 hrs. of qualifying supervised work experience OR  

are you licensed as an Professional Counselor in another U.S. state that is at 
the highest level 

Submit the  LPCC Out-of-State Application (Path B)  
Additional steps to this path that are not in Path A include:  

• Submitting specifics on your degree  

• Up to 108 hours of ‘Additional Coursework’ 

• Some will need to submitting supervision experience  
 

If licensed in another state and deficit supervision hrs. or have 
degree deficiencies you can complete an APCC Application to 
make up supervision hours in CA and/or to continue working in 
the field while you complete course deficiencies.  

Take the CA Law and Ethics Exam:   

Initial Application for exam   

if you fail you must wait 90 days before you 
retake and fill out: Re-Examination form  or 

submit an online request  

Submit the LPCC Out-of-State                       
Application (Path A)  

End Here:  
Submit a Request for Initial 

License Issuance and fee to 
receive your LPCC license 

Do you meet ALL of the following requirements?  

•  I have held a license as a Professional Clinical Counselor in another United States jurisdiction for at least 2 yrs.  

• The license I hold is current, and has been active and unrestricted for at least 2 yrs. immediately before the date I 
submit my application to the Board.  

• The license I hold is at the highest level for independent clinical practice in that jurisdiction.  

• The degree that qualified me for this license is a master’s or doctoral degree obtained from a school holding a re-
gional or national institutional accreditation recognized by the U.S. Department of Education (USDE), or a school ap-
proved by the California Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education (BPPE).  

Take the CA Law and Ethics Exam:   

Initial Application for exam   

if you fail you must wait 90 days before you retake and fill out: 
Re-Examination form  or submit an online   

If you have passed the ***NCMHCE exam before, send verifica-
tion in a sealed envelope to the BBS from the National Board of 

Certified Counselors 

If you have not, schedule and take the NCMHCE 

There is a 90-day waiting period before retaking 

Licensure via Education & Experience Pathway 

Licensure by Credential Pathway 

https://www.bbs.ca.gov/pdf/forms/lpc/lpc_app_oos_path_b.pdf
https://www.bbs.ca.gov/pdf/forms/lpc/pcci_app_oos_01012016.pdf
https://www.bbs.ca.gov/pdf/forms/registrant_initial_law-ethic_exam_request.pdf
https://www.bbs.ca.gov/exams/re_exam_acknowledge.html
https://www.breeze.ca.gov/datamart/loginCADCA.do
https://www.bbs.ca.gov/pdf/forms/lpc/lpc_app_oos_01012016.pdf
https://www.bbs.ca.gov/pdf/forms/lpc/lpc_app_oos_01012016.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.bbs.ca.gov/pdf/forms/lpc/lpc_app_oos_01012016.pdf
https://www.bbs.ca.gov/pdf/forms/initial_lic_iss.pdf
https://www.bbs.ca.gov/pdf/forms/initial_lic_iss.pdf
https://www.bbs.ca.gov/pdf/forms/registrant_initial_law-ethic_exam_request.pdf
https://www.bbs.ca.gov/exams/re_exam_acknowledge.html
https://www.breeze.ca.gov/datamart/loginCADCA.do
https://www.nbcc.org/
https://my.cce-global.org/
https://my.cce-global.org/

